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OUR FATHER OR OUR GOD?

Father. Just like a mother. Nobody knows a nation, culture or language we
couldn’t find this word in. Even a child knows the ordinary meaning of it.
But the phenomenal meaning which Jesus used especially at the Lord’s
Prayer is still a sectret. He called the God Father. Not enough. Jesus tought
His deciples to look at Him as the Father. We can’t imagine how could it be
strange and really unusual for them. We wish we would answer some impor-
tant questions conected with the using by Jesus Our Father against
O ur G o d in this short article. Of course it is not so easy to solve all the
problems and answer all the questions. What we want to write about is that
the philosophical debate and the conception of God has no place in the Holy
Church. And only the Holy Church could name the God Father because He
(Church) has got The Word! That’s why the Holy Church can pray “Our
Father” Through Him, with Him, in Him (doxology) the new men singing:
“Abba Father (comp. Mk 14, 36; Ga 4, 6; Rz 8, 15)!” So let’s start to ex-
plain the main reasons for we can pray as new men: Our Father...

He was praying in a certain place, and when he ceased, one of his disci-
ples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples” (Luk
11, 1). And in another place: “And when you pray, you must not be like the
hypokrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the
street corners, that they may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have
their reward. But when you pray, go into you room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you. And in praying do not heap up empty phrases as
the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard for their many words.
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Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask
him. Pray then like this; Our Father who are in heaven, Hallowed
be thy name (Mt 6, 5-9).

It’s not so difficult to notice that at those two pieces of the Holy Gospel
according to Luke and Matthew appears the word: F a t h e r. Both of them
used this word a few times and thougth about God who had created the
heaven and the earth, not about the God who is only in human mind; man’s
imagination or in his mouth. As christians we used to pray at the private
prayers acclamation: Oh my God... Rarely: Oh my Father... And that’s why
the main question is just why they (Luke & Matthew) didn‘t write simply
G o d.

The problem why “our” and not “my” has been taken a lot of time to be
solved! In my opinion it still does as these are still a lot of questions. Saint
Augustin asked such a question but didn’t answer it> Jesus was born among
Jews. He knew the culture and the language of the Jews perfectly. Hebrews
were praying to God who was Yahweh. And Jews didn’t know God but
Yahweh. There was one God only: Yahweh® Yahweh is the God of the reli-
gion. The God of the o1 d m a n. Father is the God of Faith. The God of
the new man. And that’s why it was terrible for Hebrews to say
“Father!”* It could be some kind of destriction or taxing His divine nature’
It’s true that we can find some phrases containing “Father” in the Book of
Isaiah (comp. 63, 16; 64, 7), but the title “Abba” was connected with father
of the family not God. The New Testament changed this meaning (comp. Mk
14, 36; Gal 4, 6; Rom 8, 15). The old man knew only the idea of paternity
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of the God. This idea was including the God as a Creator of the world®
Only children of the Jews could name their own fathers just like that’

According to the new man there is the main diffrence as The God is Fa-
ther and the Father is God and the Father and the Son are one (comp. J 10,
30). And in the other place: [...] who has seen me has seen the Father; how
can you say “show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in Father
and the Father in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own authority; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father in me [...] (J 14, 9-11).

And here we have the solution. Jesus used the word “Father” not because
of the “God” existence but because of the relationship with the Father® The
relationship of Love. Father is the God of Love. The God of religion is not
able to love. He could leave you lonely. Up! March on a nation at its easy
living secure, Yahweh declares that has no gates, no bars that livesin a remo-
te place! (Jr 49, 31). In this point of view it’s impossible to compare the God
of faith and the God of religion. Father can listen to you. Father can talk to
you. The God is far away. By your strenght your faith is like the mountains
standing. (Ps 65, 6). He is absolutely lonely and prefer silence. It is very
important to recognize the main idea of using Our Father.

Although the word “God” exists in every religion but Father in the faith
of the Catholic Church and other Christian denominations and out of the
ordinary meaning. Before He had died Jesus cried with a loud voice: My
God, My God why hast thou forsaken me? (Mt 27, 46). It was a prayer on
a cross. The old man was praying just like that, but Jusus added a prayer of
the new man. Jesus was not lonely as the God. He has been talking to the
Father all the time. It was the dialogue (comp. Luk 23, 34;46). It’s very
important because of the Jews. Because of the future. True dialogues could
be among persons only. The Father is a person, the Son is a person, the
Spirit is a person. The only God is The Holy Trinity. We don’t know the
other God but Him. And that’s why we used to say our Father not our God.
The God of religion is the God Who is hidden and invisible and doesn’t
speak to much. And prefers rather to be in the bush (comp. Ex 3, 2-6), or in
the pillar of cloud and in the pillar of fire (comp. Ex 13, 21; 14, 24; Num

®Por.ks.J.Misiurek,,.Wierzew Boga Ojca Wszechmoggcego™, [w:] ,,Abba Ojcze!”,
s. 36.

" Tamze, s. 37.

8Por. Tytus z Bostry, Komentarz do Ewangelii wg Sw. tukasza. rozdz. XI, 1-4,
[w:]) Modlitwa Parnska, s. 81.
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14, 14; Neh 9, 12). The Holy Trinity is the God of the Word (comp. J 1, I).
Three Persons of the Holy Trinity have talked to each other all the time’
And only among persons love could be!® Teodor Mopsuestii added: the
grace of the Holy Spirit you received because of me [...] makes you name the
God Father (comp. Rom. 8, 15)'!. It means nobody who has open his heart
could see the Father. If Jesus prayed Our God, He would make the faith just
like the religion. Someone could pray Our God. But only the new man can
say Our Father.

These are the main resons why “our Father” and not “our God” Jesus
didn‘t make a mistake when He was using the “Father” not the “God” He
did what He wanted. “Our Father” is a prayer of the new man. If Jesus used
the word “God”, he would pray like the old man. We have written all that
Jesus said on the cross. There is also what we talk about. F a t h e r forgive
them because they don’t know what they are doing (Lk 23, 34) and F a-
therat Your hands I give my spirit (Luk 23, 46). It’s impossible to see
such diffrences in any kind of speach. That God could be unknow. Jesus
using Father showed us the community between Him and His Father. Of
course such community doesn’t exist at the Hebrews nation. We can’t talk
about any relationships in the case of Yahweh. On the other side He didn’t
throw the old man prayer away (comp. Mt 27, 46). But when the deciples
asked Him how to pray Jesus told them: Our Father who are in he-
aven... But Jesus didn’t pray it with the Apostoles. He asked they to pray
that way but He needn’t. He wasn’t guilty.
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OJCZE NASZ CZY BOZE NASZ?

Streszczenie

Chrystus uczac apostoléw modlitwy, nazwat Boga Ojcem. To, co dla Zydéw bylo do tej
pory przekleristwem i balwochwalstwem, od tej chwili mialo byé powszednim duchowym
pokarmem. Synagoga nie znala Boga Tréjosobowego. Jahwe pozostaje Bogiem Narodu Wybra-
nego. Jest sam i jedyny. BOg ten jest ojcem Izraela. Biblisci w Starym Przymierzu piszg
»ojciec” malq litera, a w Nowym Przymierzu duzg. Dla nowego czlowieka jedynym Bogiem
jest Trojca Przenajswigtsza. Pomigdzy poszczegélnymi Jej Osobami toczy si¢ nieustanny dialog.
Ten dialog opiera si¢ na mitosci. Tylko osoba potrafi kochaé. Chrystus nazywa Boga Ojcem,
gdyz B6g Nowego Przymierza jest Bogiem Mitosci. On jest Miloscia. Religia nie zna MitoSci.
Rabin nie zna Ojca, ktéry ma Syna. Tylko wiara pozwala méwié: Ojcze nasz. Chrystus nie
uczyl apostoléw modlié si¢ Boze nasz. Tak bowiem moze modli¢ si¢ kazdy cztowiek, niezalez-
nie od wyznania: muzutmanin, zyd czy buddysta. Gdyby Chrystus nauczyl swych uczniéw
Modlitwy Parskiej rozpoczynajacej si¢ od stéw BoZe nasz, wtedy wiara bytaby na réwni z
jakakolwiek religia. Tymczasem Ojcze nasz to modlitwa nowego czlowieka. Czlowieka wiary.

Stowa kluczowe: Boze nasz, Ojcze nasz, stary czlowiek, nowy czlowiek, religia, wiara.

Key words: our God, our Father, the old man, the new man, religion, faith.



