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Introduction

‘Searching’ or ‘quest’ belongs among the most important notions o f  biblical 
theology and o f  Christian spirituality. Every attentive reader o f  Scripture will no­
tice that the relationship between God and humanity is described by these terms, 
starting with God looking for Adam in Gen. 3. Since the fall, humans lost the gift o f  
harmony with God, never felt really happy, and therefore always looked for some 
sort o f  fulfilment and satisfaction. Our continuous goal is to find something that 
would quench our inner thirst and hunger, which is ultimately nothing else than 
a quest for God himself -  even if  it is not always clearly realized, conscious, and 
properly formulated. Only God can fill that «black hole» in the very centre o f  the 
human being.

The most astonishing discovery in our encounter with the Lord is the fact that 
God is the one who actually looks for human beings and the initiative is his, not ours. 
He is the one who loved us firs (cf. 1 Jn 4,9), and chose us before the foundation o f  
the world (cf. Eph 1,4) -  for it is God who is at work in us, enabling us both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure (cf. Phil 2,13).

Since the question addressed to the first man Adam in Eden: «Where are you?» 
(Gen. 3,9), and till this day, God is the one who looks for every human being. Since 
the fall, and to this day -  humans also seek God.

For this reason, in this article, — which is a short summary o f my doctoral dis­
sertation defended at the Opole University (Poland) 3 years ago (15.12.2010) under 
the direction o f  Rev. Prof. Janusz Czerski, - 1 would like to dedicate more attention 
to the analysis o f  certain Scriptural passages that deal with the Divine search for 
human beings and vice versa. I hope also to what can these passages tell a modem



8 6 Rev. Dr. Yuriy Shchurko

person about Christian God and our relationship with him. My analysis will be based 
exclusively on the occurrences o f this (and related) terms in Luke.

Term Cr|Téœ in the writings o f  the New Testament appears at 117 times. O f 
those 83 times it is present in the Gospel: 14 in Matthew, 10 in Mark, 25 times 
it is found in Luke and 34 times in John. In addition there are 20 cases o f  use o f 
the verb in the case o f  St. Paul, once in a Letter to Hebrews, twice in the First 
Epistle o f  St. Peter, and once in Revelation. Given such a large number o f  texts, 
we will focus only on the Gospel o f  St. Luke. It is traditionally believed that Luke 
was a student and co-worker o f  St. Paul and probably the only person among the 
New Testament authors who did not belong to the people o f  Israel, but was bom  
a Gentile. It seems that in Luke’s text the notion o f  ‘searching’ is given special 
place and significance.

The subject and the main problem o f our work will be to study the meaning o f 
this verb in different contexts o f  the Gospel o f St. Luke. Attention will be given 
only to those texts in which (rixéco has some kind o f theological significance, and 
is consistent (or creates a connection) with fundamental theological issues, which 
we believe are present in Luke. Thus, the texts like Lk 5,17-26 in which the use o f 
CriTĆu seems to have merely physical, everyday meaning are not taken into account 
(kccl èCiyrow avcòv eloeveyKäu Kai Selvai [avcòv] èvcóiriov aûxoû - v.l8). In the 
text 11,24-26 in c. 24, it is about an evil spirit that came out o f the man, looking for 
place o f  rest (ÖLep^exaL 5l’ àuûôpuv wttlûp (pxoûv àvanauoiv Kal pi) eûpîoKOv), 
so the text will not be specifically analysed, but will be mentioned in the context of 
analysis o f the passages 11,15-16 and 11,29-32.

Thus we focus on the 21 occurrences o f Çt|x« û in 16 texts from the Gospel o f 
St. Luke. All these verbs are divided into four thematically related groups and then 
subject to a four-fold analysis. The first section will include texts in which God is the 
subject o f  (r|7fw/ 12,47-48; 13,6-9; 15,8-10; 19,9-10. The second part will deal with 
passages that speak o f other people looking fo r  Christ in a positive aspect: 2,48-49; 
6,17-19; 19,2-4; 24,4-7. The third part contains the texts that talk about the search 
fo r  Christ in a negative aspect: 9,7-9; 11,15-16.29-32; 19,47-48; 20,19; 22,1-6. At 
the end, fourth section is devoted to the study o f  texts that speak o f  the kingdom o f  
God as a subject Ćjycćcr 11,9-10; 12,29-32.

To achieve our goal, we use the method o f linguistic analysis, which is one o f 
the methods o f synchronic approach the studied text. Thus every text that contains 
a verb Çqxéu will be analysed in these four stages:

a. contextual analysis
b. syntactic analysis (parse)
c. semantic analysis
d. pragmatic analysis



The Term ÇqT&o in the Gospel o f  St. Luke 87

Contextual analysis involves finding the studied passage in a broader and nar­
rower context o f  the Gospel.1 At this stage we present different views on the vision 
of a passage in its context, and try to understand original idea o f the Evangelist and 
the passages location in this text.

Syntactic analysis (parse) explores language forms o f  a separate text, and par­
ticularly relationships that exist between the individual elements in languages that 
appear in the text and the principles o f inclusion o f certain items in the text. Syntactic 
analysis aims to define structure o f  the text, the study o f  its unity and separation o f  
smaller grammatical units. This method includes the following methodological steps: 
classification o f the vocabulary and description of the parts o f speech and grammatical 
forms, articulation o f  individual elements o f sentence structure, characteristic o f the 
style, the definition o f  macro- and microstructure o f the text.2 *

Semantic analysis aims to study the meaning o f  words, sentences and whole 
texts, and seeks to understand the manning o f  the text, and the individual statements 
and opinions present in it. Usually it is possible to distinguish between semantics 
of words and the semantics o f  the text. Semantics o f  words involves the study o f  
a term taking into account its time, grammatical form, case, etc. The semantics o f  
text explores the semantic relationships between different concepts, defines the se­
mantic field and the semantic features o f  the text. The main textual features include 
definition o f the semantic oppositions and semantic lines?

A pragmatic analysis has the task to determine the intentions o f  the author and 
the text. Given this, pragmatic analysis always takes into account other texts related 
to the studied text. Two questions most clearly represent the intent o f  the author:

a. what the author o f  this text wanted to communicate to his contemporary 
audience (situational context)?

b. what the text might mean for modem readers (modem context)?4
Based on our investigation o f  the relevant texts, we can confirm that in the Gos­

pel o f  Luke there exists a wide range o f  meanings contained in the verb (nréczi and 
its closest cognates. These meanings can be divided into several groups, based on

1 H. L angkammer, Metodologia Nowego Testamentu, Opole 1991, 127; W. W eren, Windows on 
•“■sus- Methods in Gospel Exegesis, London 1999, 23-32; S.E. Porter,  Handbook to exegesis o f  the 
New Testament, Leiden -  New York -  Köln 1997, 34-40; T. Söding, Wege der Schriftauslegung. Me- 
'bodenbuch zum Neun Testament, Freiburg -  Basel -  Wien 1998,117-125.

2 J. C zerski, Metody interpretacji Nowego Testamentu, Opole 1997, 125-131; H. L angkammer, 
Metodologia Nowego Testamentu, 128-130; G.D. F ee, New Testament Exegesis. Handbook fo r Stu­
dents and Pastors, Louisville -  London -  Leiden 2002, 71-78; W. Egger, Methodenlehre zum Neuen
esiameni. Einführung in linguistische und historisch-kritische Methoden, Freiburg -  Basel -  Wien 
’ 87, 77-90; E. Porter, Handbook to exegesis o f  the New Testament, 112-129.

1 J. C zerski, Metody interpretacji Nowego Testamentu, 131-138; H. L angkammer, Metodologia 
Nowego Testamentu. 130-139; W. Egger, Methodenlehre zum Neuen Testament, 92-116.

4 J. C zerski, Metody interpretacji Nowego Testamentu, 138-141; W. Egger, Methodenlehre zum 
Neuen Testament, 133-144; H. L angkammer, Metodologia Nowego Testamentu, 141-143; D. H arrington, 
n,erpreting the New Testament. A practica! Guide, Collegeville 1990, 124-134.
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their subject (w ho  seeks) and their context (w hat is sought, in what way, with what 
intentions). D ifferent occurrences o f  the verb, o f  great depth o f  the positive experi­
ences o f  G od concerning man and his destiny as w ell and depth in the positive and 
negative sense, the person experiences about G od drawn in Jesus o f  Nazareth. We 
have singled out 16 such passages.

1. God as subject of seeking ((Tyre co)

T he first group o f  texts is characterized by the fact that in its four passages  
it is G od w ho is the subject o f  seek in g  (^tyre©). In all the four p assages the verb  
Cqre© appears in different form s and reflects quite d ifferent shades o f  m eaning  
o f  this word. A t the sam e tim e what this texts share in com m on is the fact that in 
them  the verb is used in the context o f  Jesus’ parables o f  the Spared F ig Tree (13 ,6 -  
9) and o f  the Lost co in  (1 5 ,8 -1 0 ) d irectly in the parables body, and in 12,47-48  
in the conclusion  to the parables o f  the Faithful and Unfaithful servants, told in 
12,35-46 . The verses 19 ,9-10  fall outside the parabolic usage, but rather conclude  
the story o f  Z acchaeus and at the sam e tim e are, in a sen se, a ‘bottom  lin e ’ o f  the 
w h ole  G ospel o f  Luke5.

In Lk 12,47-48 (’Ekeîvoç 8è ó  SoûXoç ó  yvoùç to  0éÀr|ga toû ìcopiou aùroû Kai 
gfj éro tgaoaç q noujaaç npôç to  0éÀ,r|ga aùroû dappocrat itoXAôç 48 ó  ôè gf) yvoùç, 
Âoujaaç Sè âÇia jtkqyœv Sapijoerai ôXtyaç Jtavri ôè © èSôOq Jtokù, jioXù Çr|rr|ôf|a£Tai 
reap’ aùroû, Kai © itapéOevro jtoâù, jœ piaaôrepov airf|aotxnv aùrôv) w hich serve 
as a supplem ent to the parable o f  the Faithful and Unfaithful servants, the verb form  
ind. Jut. p a s s .3 sing. (rpriörtoerai -  (so  called  p assivu m  divinum ) points out to God  
as the subject o f  action and bears the strength o f  warning and precaution: at the tim e 
o f  H is com ing G od w ill look for the fruits o f  human life and dem and an account 
for the g ifts the person w as entrusted. D ue to this unam biguous warning, the verb 
bears a clear moral connotation, pointing the responsibility every one o f  us has for 
the g ifts and charismata w e  received (com e for Lev 26,18; Am  3,1 -2 )6.

The parable o f  the Spared Fig Tree ( 13,6-9 'Ekeïvoç ôè ô  ô o û lo ç  ó  yvoùç to  
0éXr|ga xoû Kupîou aùroû Kai gfj Érotgâaaç fj 7totf|aaç Jtpôç to  0ÉÀ.T|ga aùroû ôapf|- 
OExat JtoÀÀâç-48 ó  5è gi) yvoùç, Jtoiiioaç ôè âÇia jtltyyôv öapqoErai ôÀiyaç. jtavri Sè 
a» ÈSó0T| jtoXù, JtoÀù Cr)TT|öf|OETai jtap’ aùroû, Kai © jrapé0evro jtoXù, jtEptaaÔTEpov 
airfjaouaiv aùrôv) contains tw o instances o f  the use o f  in the form o f  part,
praes. act. nom. m asc. sing. -  Çrgûv suggesting G od’s continuing and active seeking  
o f  the fruits o f  human life, w hich em phasizes even more the need for every human

5 I.H. M arshall, Luke -  historian and theologian, Exeter 1988, 116.
‘ K. Khhep, Buôjieùctcuù KyjtbtnypHO-ucmopuvecKuù KOMMeumapuH, 4.2 Hoebtù 3mem, (nep. 

c aHnn.), CaHKT-rieTepòypr 2005, 186.
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person to be constantly ready to give an account before the Lord for the outcomes 
of one’s life. These two occurrences o f the active present participle point towards 
God’s past and present seeking o f  the fruits o f human life (r|À0€v Çqxôv Kapiròv -  v. 
6b; epyopai. (qxòv Kapiròv -  v. 7b).

In its turn the parable o f  the Lost coin (15,8-10 "H xiç yuvf| Spaxpàç e/ouoa  
SÉKa èàv ànoXéofl Spaxpflv piav, où #  faxtet Xù^vov îcai oapoî xqv oitaav kcù Çr|xeî 
èjnpelœç êœç ou eupp; 9 irai eupoùoa cruyKaÀei xàç cpiÀaç tcai yeixovaç Xéyouoa- 
ouyxâpqxé pot, ôxi eupov xt)v Spaxpqv fjv fatœXeoa. 10 oûxtoç, Xéyœ ùpîv, yivexat 
XPpà èvœjnov xœv àyyéÀœv xoù 0eoû òri évi àpapxœXœ pexavooùvxi), with its form 
of ind. praes. act. 3 sing. -  Çtixcî emphasizes God’s present action: God seeks sinners 
with special zeal, and does it continuously, till He finds them. Finally in the summary 
o f the story which reflects the meeting o f  Jesus with Zacchaeus in 19,9-10 (ebtev  
Sè Jtpôç aùxòv ô ’Iqaoüç öxt aflpepov oœxripia xœ oîkcû xoùxœ èyévexo, Ka0ôxi kcù 
aùxôç uiôç Aflpaàp èoxtv- lorjX0ev yàp ô uiôç toù àvOpanrou Çr|xfjaai Kai oœoat to  
fatoXœÀôç), the form o f  infinit, aor. act. -  CT|Tf|aai expresses the perfect meaning o f  
the God’s past action, emphasizing the success o f the ’seeking’ on God’s part and 
the effectiveness o f  God’s action ‘to seek and save that, which was lost’.

2. Human looking for Christ (positive aspects of Çiyrécù)

The second group o f  texts contains those verbs <r|wcj, which point towards the 
Positive aspect o f Jesus’ ‘seeking’. The first three texts which represent searching 
of Jesus’s parents, the crowd who flocked to Jesus, and the text which describe the 
Zacchaeus’s searching for Jesus (2,48-49; 6,7-9; 19,2-4) contain £r|xéœ in the form 
of imperfection that expresses the imperfect and repetitive action in the past. In the 
text about Christ’s resurrection (24,4-7), Çrpcécj is sued in the present tense.

Thus in the text which describe parental compliant and amazing Jesus’s answer 
(2,48-49 Kai iôôvxeç aùxòv e^ejtXayriaav, Kai eutev Jtpôç aùxòv f| pfjxrip aùxoù- xé- 
kvov, t i ejtoiqaaç t|pîv oùxœç; iôoù ó Jtaxrip oou Kàyœ ôôuvœpevot èÇr|xoûpév o e .49 
Kai ebrev Jtpôç aùxoùç- ri oxi èÇt|xeÏx£ pe; oùk flSeixe ôxi èv xoïç xoù Jtaxpôç pou Sei 
rivai pe;) we have two instances o f  the use o f Cî|xéœ in the form o f  ind. imperf. act. 
1 Pl. êÇjyroûpév - 2  p i  é{Tyreîxf, that express a continuing process o f  the seeking o f  
Jesus by his parents and their consequent unexpected encounter with the mystery 
of the Divine Sonship.7

In the statement about the crowd which searched for Jesus (6,17-19 Kai Kaxapàç 
aùxòv eoxT) èiri xóirou ircôivoû, Kai ôyÀoç ttoàuç pa&rjxòv auxoû, Kai irÀf| 

ttoàù xoû Àaoû ànô nacny; Tfp; iouôaîaç Kai lepouafip Kai xf|ç Jiapiou Tùpou

J. Dii.lersberger, The Gospel o f  Saini Luke, Westminster 1958, 118.
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Kai S iôôpoç, »»ot ÔKOÛoai aùxoû Kat iaôfjvat dirò xôv vóocnv aùxôv- Kai
ot évoxÀoùpevoi dirò irveupóxov âKaOâpxuv èOepancóovxo, 19 Kai toc ó oxàoç 
éCpxouv airxeoOat aùxoû, oxl ôûvapu; irap’ aùxoû è^qpxfxo Kai Lòto iravxaç) the 
form o f  ind. imperf. act. 3 p i  -  èÇqxouv, expresses the deep need for Jesus on the 
part o f  the people: every time Jesus was near they sought Him, touch Him and 
receive heeling.

In the story o f Zacchaeus in 19,2-4 (Kai ióoù àvf|p òvópan KaÀoûpevoç ZaKxaioç, 
Kai aùrôç qv àpxvreXôvriç Kai aùxôç jiXoûctioç- 3 Kai öjjxei iSeïv xôv 'Iqooùv xiç èaxiv 
Kai oùk qôûvaxo ànô xoù ôx^ou, ôxi xfj f|À.uriçi piKpôç rjv. 4 Kai npoSpapôv eiç xô 
ëptpoaôev aveß-q érti cnjKopopéav ïva vóti aùxôv öxi éKEivqç fjpEÂXev ôiépxeoôai) 
the form o f  ind. imperf. act. 3 sing. -  èÇqxet, as the context would suggest, conveys 
both, Zacchaeus’ internal feelings and external actions: he longed for the encounter 
with Jesus and sought to anange it. The form o f the verb Lóf lv (in f aor. act. from  
opaco) underlines the continuing character o f Zacchaeus’ endeavors directed towards 
a single moment -  to ‘see’ Jesus.

The text about the report o f  two angels to the terrified women near empty 
tomb o f  Jesus in 24,4-7 (xaì èyévexo èv xò  àxopeìodai aùxàç rapì xoùxou Kai ióoù 
ftvôpeç Suo ÈTrÉoxTiaav aùxaîç év éoOfjxi àoxpaîtxoûari. 5 epcpoßcov Sè yevopévcùv 
aùxôv Kai kXivouoöv xà npóacoxa eiç xqv yfjv ebtav jrpôç aùxàç- xi Çqxeïxe xôv 
Çœvxa pexà xôv VEKpôv- 6 oùk Éaxtv &ôe, àXXà f,yépôr|. pvr|o0T|x£ coç èXalriaev 
ùpîv êxr ô  v èv xfj TaXiÀaiçi7 Xèycov xòv utòv xoù àvôpamou öxi Set 7tapaôoôfjvai 
eiç xeipac, àvôpôraav apapxcokc&v Kai axaupcûôfjvai Kai xfj xpixq f|pépçt àvaaxfj- 
vai), quite symbolically uses the form o f  ind. praes. act. 2 pi. -  Cqxeixe, pointing 
towards the present action -  the myrrh-bearing wom en’s unexpected encounter 
with a joyful news about the Jesus risen from the dead. Luke beautifully describes 
how everyone seeking Jesus receives at the encounter much more, than he or she 
ever dreamt to receive.

3. Human looking for Christ (negative aspects o f ( titccj)

The third and the largest group of texts unites the instances o f  the use o f ‘seeking’ 
o f  Jesus with negative, hostile intentions. In the six texts we find five instances o f  
the imperfectum: Herod’s search for Jesus, search for the sign from Jesus by Isra­
elites leaders, two texts reflects search to kill Jesus and Juda’s search how to betray 
Jesus (9,7-9; 11,15-16; 19,47-48; 22,1-6), one o f  the praesens in the text where 
Jesus affirm that these people search for a sign ( 11,29-32), and one o f  the aorystum 
in a summary by which Luke reflects reactions o f the Jewish religious leaders on 
the Jesus’ parable o f the wicked vinedressers (20,19). The texts reflect situations in 
which human beings are pushed by unjust and evil motives.
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In the 9,7-9 fHxouoev ôè 'Hpœ8r|ç ó xexpaàpxn? tò yivópeva Jtóvxa xai 6vq- 
Jtópet Sta xò ÀèyeaGai into nvcuv öxi iœ âw r|ç flyépOq èx vexpœv, 8ùjiô xivœv 8è ou  
HXiaç èrpóvq, àÀÀœv 8è öxi xpocpflxqç xiç xœv àpxaiœv àvÉcrq.9 euiev ôè HpœÔT|ç- 
ItûâwT|v éyœ ànexerpâlioa- xiç 8é éoxiv ouxoç nepi ou àxoùœ xoiaùxa; xai èÇflxei 
iSeïv aùxôv.) the form o f  ind imperf. act. 3 sing. -èCflxe t expresses Herod’s seeking 
‘to see’ (iôtîv) Jesus, which in the light o f  Lk 13,31 can be perceived as, on the one 
hand, an endeavor to kill Jesus, and on the other hand, like in Lk 23,6-12 can be 
seen as a ‘seeking’ o f  a miracle for the sake o f  entertainment. In the 11,15-16 (xivèç 
8è éÇ aùxœv eutov- èv BeeX^eßouX xœ àpxovxi xœv ôaipoviœv exßäÄXei xà ôaipôvur 
l6èxepoi 8è 7CEipàÇovxeç aripeîov éç oùpavoù éÇflxouv reap’ aùxoù.) the form o f ind. 
imperf. act. 3 pi. -  èCflxouv (sought, demanded, longed for) points towards a con­
tinuous aggressive stance o f Israel’s leaders against Jesus -  ircipâCovxeç oipeiov 
oùpavoù fÇflxouv nap’ aùxoù.

In 11,29-32 (Tœv 8è öfrfav énaOpoiÇopévœv flp^axo Àèyeiv fl yeveà awrq yeveà 
Ttovqpà Èffxiv- ot||ieîov Çqxèï, xai aripeîov où SoOfloexai aùxfl ei pfl xò aripeîov ’Iœvà. 
3oxa0œç yàp èyévExo ’Iœvàç xoîç Niveuixaiç aripeîov, oûxœç êaxai xai à uiôç xoù 
àvôpdjjtou xfl yeveg xaurr).31 ßaaiXiaaa vóxou èyep0flaexai èv xfl xpiaei pexà xœv 
àvôpœv xfjç yeveâç xaùxriç xai xaxaxpiveî aùxoùç, ôxi flXOev èk xœv nepâxœv xfjç yflç 
àxoùaai xflv aorpiav EoXopœvoç, xai iôoù nÀeîov EoXopœvoç œôe. 32 âvôpeç Niveu- 
ÎTat àvacxflaovxai èv xfl xpiaei pexà xfjç yeveâç xaùxr|ç xai xaxaxpivoùaiv aùxflv- 
ôxi pexevôriaav eiç xò xflpuypa ’Iœvà, xai i8où nXeîov ’Iœvà œ8e.) the form o f ind. 
praes. act. 3 sing. -  (r|xéœ signifies and action, which, together with the noun oripeI 
ov bears a blasphemous and offensive sense and expresses the position o f  a part o f  
Jewish leadership regarding Jesus.

In 19,47-48 (Kai flv Siôàaxœv xò xa0’ flpepav èv xœ iepœ. oi 8è àpxiepeîç xai oi 
Ypappaxeîç éÇflxouv aùxôv ànoXéaai xai oi npœxoi xoù Xaoù,48 xai où% eüpiaxov xò 
tì rcoiflaœaiv, ó Xaôç yàp ânaç è^expépaxo aùxoù àxoùœv.) the form of ind. imperf. 
act. 3 pi. -  èÇflxouv, in compound with aùxòv àrroÀéoa expresses evil intentions o f  
the high priests and scribes, which they could not carry out immediately only due 
to the presence o f  the people.

In 20,19 (Kai éÇflxriaav oi ypappaxeîç xai oi àpxœpeïç emßaXeiv èti aùxòv xàç 
Xeipaç èv aùxfl xfl âjpç, xai e<poßfl0qaav xòv Xaóv, éyvœaav yàp öxi rtpôç aùxoùç 
efotev xflv napaßoÄflv xaùxriv.) the form o f  ind. aor. act. 3 pi. — èÇflxrioav cares the 
forth o f the negative reaction o f  the high-priests and scribes to Jesus’ parable, as 
well as the force o f their violent plans (erußaAeiv èrr’ aùxòv xàç èv aùxfl xfl
“ P?.), again unrealized due to the presence o f the people.

Finally, in 22,1-6 fHyyiÇev Sè fl éopxfl xœv àÇùpœv fl Xeyopèvri nâaxa. 2 xai 
èÇflxoov oi àpxiepeïç xai oi ypappaxeîç xò nœç àveXœaiv aùxôv, e<poßouvxo yàp xòv 
^■oov.3 EiafjXOev ôè aaxavâç eiç Ioùôav xòv xaXoùpevov Iaxapiœxriv, ôvxa éx xoù 
àpiOpoù xœv Sœôexa- 4xai àxeXOœv auveXâXriaEv xoîç àpxiepeùaiv xai axpaxr|yoïç
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to  7twç aùroîç rcapaôœ aù ró v .5 Kaì èyâpriaav Kai ovvéôevro aùrcp àpyûptov ôoùvai. 
6kœî ÈÇwpoÀôyqaEV, r a i  èÇî |tei EÙKaipiav roù napaôoùvai aùrôv ÔTEp ô $ o u  aùroîç.) 
in both instances the verb ( t,tćw characterizes the negative stance o f  Judas and the 
Jewish leadership and expresses its ‘incom pleteness’ and repetitive character -  
eCqrouv (v. 2a), cCi)tci (v. 6b). This outlines both Judas’ evil intention and readiness 
to hand over Jesus (mxpaôoùvai aùròv), and the ‘seeking’ on the part o f the elders 
to kill Jesus (to ttûç àvéXwoiv aùróv). Again, in both cases the people serves as an 
obstacle for the realization o f  these plans.

4. Kingdom of Heaven -  the subject of Çr|xéœ

The fourth, and the last, group contains four instances o f the use o f  Çr,rtG) in 
two texts. In 11,9-10 (Kàyœ ùpîv Àéyw, aiievre Kai ôo0i)aErai ùpîv, ÇqreÎTE koî 
EÓpfjoETE, KpoÛETE Kaì àvoiyf|OErai ù p îv  10 nàç yàp ó aiiœv Xapßavei Kai ó Çqrwv 
eópioKEi Kai TW Kpoùovn àvoiy[f)a]erai.) in both cases the use o f  the verb Çiyriœ, 
conveying Jesus’ words, serves as an exhortation to prayerful watchfulness o f  the 
disciples awaiting the coming o f the Kingdom. The form o f  imperai, praes. act. 2 
pi. -  (rpréÎTe expresses an order and exhortation to pray to the Father for the coming 
o f the Kingdom. The form o f  part, praes. act. nom. masc. sing. -  ( î |tcùp points to­
wards continuous action in the present and fulfills the function o f the promise that 
everyone who persistently and constantly remains in such a disposition will attain 
to a positive result (ó (q rû v  eùpiOKei).

In 12,29-32 (kœi ùpeïç pf, Çi,teÏt£ r i  (póyr|T£ Kai r i  nuire Kai pf| pErewpiÇeaÔE- 
30 r a in a  yàp n a v ra  r à  ëOvq roù KÔapou ÈmÇnToûciv, ùpwv ôè ó narfjp  oÎôev o n  

XPPÇete toùtwv. 31 nXr|v ÇqreÎrE rf|v ßacnXeiav aùroù , Kai r a û ra  npooreôf|OETat 
ù p îv .32 Mr, (poßoü, tò pucpòv noipviov, ö n  eùòÓKriaev ó narf,p  ùpwv òoùvat ùpîv 
rr,v ßamÄEiav) we find two instances o f  the use o f  (rirtw  with seemingly contrary 
meanings: in the first instance the form o f  imperai, praes. act. 2 pi. together with 
the negative particle -  pi, (T,rdrc -  serves as a prohibition or a warning before 
paying too much attention to temporary and passing things; in the second instance 
the form o f  imperat. praes. act. 2 pi. together with the adverb -  ttàt,v ( rp d re , -  
expresses an exhortation -  and an order, -  to seek and to desire the Kingdom. In 
this passage, Luke focuses our attention on the Lord’s most im portant order to his 
disciples: the seeking o f  the Kingdom o f  Heaven has to be the absolute priority 
o f  our life.
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Conclusions

In his Gospel Luke wants to show God, who seeks for sinners with special zeal, 
and does it continuously, until He finds them. The evangelist emphasizes the success 
of the ‘seeking’ on God’s part and the effectiveness o f  God’s action ‘to seek and 
save that, which was lost’

On the other hand, in the time o f  His coming God will look for the fruits o f  human 
life and demand an account for the gifts the person was entrusted. Luke points out 
the responsibility every one o f us has for the gifts and charismata we received. Since 
God continuously and actively seeks the fruits o f human life, that fact emphasizes 
even more the need for every human person to be constantly ready to give an account 
before the Lord for the results o f  one’s life.

Luke also expresses the deep need for Jesus on the part o f  the people: every 
time Jesus was near, they sought Him, touched Him and received heeling. Some o f  
these people, like Zaccheus unexpectedly discovered, that this is Jesus who really 
looks for them.

Presenting the largest group o f  texts which reflect situations into which human 
beings are pushed by unjust and evil motives in relations to Jesus, Luke warns his 
readers from imitation o f  such kind o f  behavior.

The evangelist invites and encourages his readers to continuing process o f seek­
ing Jesus, since he is sure that in that way we, like parents o f  Jesus, may experience 
unexpected encounter with the mystery o f  the Divine Sonship o f the son o f  Mary. 
On the last pages o f  his Gospel, Luke affirms that if  we are able to make a step to­
wards Jesus, like the myrrh-bearing women, we may experience an encounter with 
a joyful news about the Jesus risen from the dead. Luke beautifully describes how 
everyone seeking Jesus receives at the encounter much more, than he or she ever 
dreamt to receive.
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Termin ÇqTÉû) w Ewangelii św. Łukasza.
Studium językowo-egzegetyczne

STRESZCZENIE

W  niniejszym artykule zostało postawione pytanie o znaczenie czasownika (r|T€u w róż­
nych kontekstach Ewangelii św. Łukasza ze szczególnym uwzględnieniem podmiotu działania 
określonego jako Çrrréœ. Aby móc dokonać odpowiednich analiz, teksty, które zawierają 

jakiekolwiek teologiczne znaczenie tego pojęcia, zostały usystematyzowane w  cztery grupy 

tematyczne, którym odpowiadają poszczególne rozdziały.

Pierwsza grupa tekstów to ta, w której Bóg jest podmiotem fiyrću (12,47-48; 13,6-9; 
15,8-10; 19,9-10).W  drugiej grupie tekstów występują czasowniki, które wskazują na po­

zytywny aspekt poszukiwania Jezusa (2,48-49; 6,17-19; 19,2-4; 24,4-7). Trzeci paragraf 
zawiera największą grupę tekstów, które określają negatywny aspekt poszukiwania Jezusa 

(9,7-9; 11,15-16; 11,29-32; 19,47-48; 20,19; 22,1-6). Ostatni czwarty paragraf zawiera aż 

cztery różne zastosowania czasownika (rrcéo. Odnajdujemy go w dwóch tekstach mówiąc 

o Królestwie Bożym (11,9-10; 12,29-32). Aby osiągnąć cel, użyliśmy metody analizy lin­

gwistycznej, który składa się z czterech etapów: a), analiza kontekstualna; b). analiza syntak- 

tyczna; c). analiza semantyczna; d). analiza pragmatyczna, zawierająca kontekst sytuacyjny 

> kontekst współczesny.

Po przeprowadzonych badaniach dochodzimy do wniosku, że w Ewangelii wg. św. Łuka­

sza jest cały szereg bardzo różnorodnych znaczeń czasownika Çtitécj. Sens tego czasownika 

uzależniony jest od kontekstu oraz podmiot działania. Może wyrażać całkiem przeciwne 

uczucia i przeżycia. Zastosowanie tego czasownika przez autora natchnionego w różnych 
okolicznościach, demonstruje głęboką troskę Boga o człowieka i jego los. Ukazuje nam 

również pozytywne jak  i negatywne uczucia człowieka względem Boga wcielonego w  Je­

zusie z Nazaretu.


